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the Protestant church had become, especially in the great cities and even in the smaller ones, an institution increasingly concerned with social and civic improvement. This may account for the fact that in a predominantly secular period church membership and church wealth were maintained on a high level in comparison with the preceding decades.
The general serenity in the more theologically liberal Protestant churches did not prevail in many rural sections in the South and West, where leaders and people often continued to see in science a menace to Christian truth. The religiously conservative, or fundamentalists, who accepted a more or less literal interpretation of the Bible, were sufficiently powerful in certain southern states to achieve the passage of laws forbidding the teaching of the theory of evolution in public educational institutions. In 1925 John T. Scopes, a high school science teacher at Dayton, Tennessee, was publicly tried for teaching Darwinism. Defended by the greatest freethinking lawyer, Clarence Darrow, Scopes was defeated, legally though not intellectually, by William Jennings Bryan, who had espoused the cause of fundamentalism with all the intensity he had earlier shown in championing free silver and anti-imperialism. The battle between fundamentalism and modernism had reached its high point. Nevertheless, the controversy, which had shaken a considerable section of the religious world, was an evidence of residual intellectual conflict.
As life became more secularized and science overshadowed religion in many localities and among many groups, the traditional religious sanctions for morals were greatly weakened. Youth, especially, among the expanding and prosperous middle classes, not infrequently defied inherited patterns of behavior toward the older generation and the opposite sex. Often attributed to the relaxation of morals during the war and less frequently ascribed to the impact of the new philosophy of mass consumption of luxury goods in the interest of happy and full living, the new concern with breaking the bonds of restraint was probably in part a reflection of the waning influence of traditional religious sanctions and the rising vogue of what was regarded as the scientific conception of human nature and human behavior.
While largely concerned with pushing the boundaries of scientific knowledge into new areas and applying results in the field of technology, many scientists, especially biologists with a bent for popularization,